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WORLD'S FAIR NOTES. 



Rementt, the well known violin virtuoso, has 
made application for a space of not less than 400 
square feet in which to exhibit his great collection 
of rare African ethnological specimens. The col- 
lection, which comprises over 1,500 carefully selected 
specimens, has been formed during the last forty 
years, and is beyond question the most perfect of its 
kind. It is especially rich in the ancient regal sym- 
bols in use among the Zulus, Including sceptres, 
royal bracelets — which were used instead of crowns 
—and other emblems of hammered silver, of carved 
and polished ivory and of rhinoceros horn. The royal 
bracelets are especially interesting. They are hol- 
lowed rings made from transverse sections of huge 
elephant tusks and, until his death, were never 
taken off after once placed on the arm of the king. 
There are also several splendid specimens of the ex- 
ceedingly rare and beautiful silk maDtles of the 
sovereigns of Madagascar, three hundred and more 
years ago. These mantles are curiously adorned 
with broideries of metal and of uncut precious 
stones and of feather work. Every specimen in the 
collection is perfect and unique of its kind. 

Mr, Barilusow. of St. Petersburg, Russia, a dealer 
in tine oriental goods, intends to exhibit in the Ex- 
position rare carpets, shawls, hangings and textile 
fabrics from the far orient. He will furnish a num- 
ber of roomB in rich oriental styles representing the 
residences of the wealthy Mahometans of Asia, and 
by way of contrast the tents of the Nomad tribes of 
the Kirguiz Tartars. Some of the apartments will be 
in the style of the Caucasus, others in the Bokkara 
and Chiva styles. The furniture and decorations 
for these apartments have been for the most part col- 
lected at great expense in the remote orient, Suir- 
now&Co., of the same capital, will exhibit a com- 
plete suite of apartments of a "Boyar" or wealthy 
Russian noble of the XII. century, and also the cabin 
of the rich Russian peasant of modern times. Each 
of these exhibits will be in a separate pavilion of 
distinctively Russian architecture. The great samo- 
var factory of Toula, Russia, will send to the Expo- 
sition a large exhibit of its products. It will also 
erect a large tea-saloon that will be a great repro- 
duction of the most luxurious of these establish. 
mentB to be found in the great cities of Russia in 
the early part of this century. 
Awards. 

Director-General Davis has made a report to the 
Committee on Awards in which he says that 143 
juries, embracing 650 jurors or judges, will be nec- 
essary at the Exposition, He believes that appoint- 
ment on these juries of award will be considered a 
high honor, and that a better class of jurors will be 
secured If no salary is offered. He recommends, 
however, the payment of $6 a day in lieu of expen- 
ses. He thinks a prize of $500 should be offered for 
the best design for a medal, two prizes of $250 for 
the next best two designs, and like prizes in case of 
designs for diplomas. It is to be hoped, too, that 
the medals will be struck in the Government build- 
ing at the Exposition, and the diplomas wili be pre. 
pared at the Bureau of Engraving and Printing at 
"Washington. 

Empty Cases. 

Exhibitors at the World's Fair can have their 
empty cases in which their exhibits are transported 
to the Exposition, stored during the Fair for 2 cents 
per cubic foot, or stored and insured for 2 1-2 cents 
per cubic foot. The latter rate is less than one- 
sixth what was charged exhibitors at the Paris Ex- 
position of 1889. 



1 N response to the demand of a wider field for the 
* exercise of decorative energv, Messrs. Ball & Co. 
have recently removed from their Broadway location 
opposite 11th street to a new and beautifully decor- 
ated building, No. 25 West 42nd street, New York. 
The store, though somewhat narrow in area, makes 
up for this deficiency by height of building, and is 
located right opposite the reservoir. The high plate 
glass window on the ground floor issurmounted with 
transoms of leaded glass in pleasingly decorative de- 
sign, and the window interiorly is filled with the 
choicest examples of imported and domestic wall- 
papers and wall hangings of various kinds. The 
woodwork of the main store is in old ivory. Tbe 
walls are canvas lined, the high dado being in alight 
terra cotta tint and the wall itself in a tone of old 
ivory to match the woodwork. Below the wide 
frieze is a band decorated in plastic relief in ivoiy 
od a blue ground. The foliages bear flowers at regu- 
lar intervals, from the center of which springs an 
incandescent lamp. The frieze itself is in the Em- 
pire style, with torches and garlands in plastic re- 
lief, all wiped down in old ivory. The ceiling is 
artistically treated in plastrie relief in gold on a pale 
cream ground. The office fitment is of woodwork 
paneled with various panels in Liucrusta relief, the 
whole being wiped down iu old ivory. The walls are 
otherwise decorated with large plate glass windows 
having old ivory frames, which are beautifully 
draped with vestibule silks in tones of old pink and 
yellow. 

Between the front and rear stores is an intermedi- 
ate apartment, whose ceiling is the mezzanine floor 
of the gallery overhead. Both walls and ceiling are 
covered with aluminum leaf, the walls being decor- 
ated in imitation of mosaic in blended tones of dull 
blues and reds. The gallery referred to is used as a 
private office, and has a balcony railing on either 
side, overlooking the store and wall-paper house 
in the rear. The floor is of polished oak covered 
with Oriental rugs. The walls are in blended tones 
of Pompeian red and Naples yellow, changing to pis- 
tache green on the upper portion of the wall. The 
ornament is a stencil decoration in ivory, consisting 
of classic wreaths. There is no frieze, but the cover 
is picked out in delicate tones of olive green and 
Roman pink. The ceiling has for decoration beauti- 
ful tracery in green aDd gold relief on an old ivory 
ground. The draperies of the gallery are in yellow 
silk, and a beautiful palm tree adds its decorative 
grace to the environment, Mr, Ball of the firm reports 
a large and increasing business, and the firm are 
sending skilled workmen to all parts of the country 
in the execution of important decorative contracts. 



J. B. RING & CO.'fl CEMENT WOEKS. 

THERE is a large brick extension beiog made to 
the plaster and Windsor cement mills of J. B. 
King tfc Co., covering an acre in extent and six 
stories high. These mills, the largest in the coun- 
try, are the outgrowth of the labors of Messrs. J. B. 
and George R. King, two men still young and push- 
ing. They are descendants of Jerome B. King, who 
was the first manufacturer of calcined plaster in this 
country, and they were made practical in the buai- 
ness by a long apprenticeship. They located on 
their present site in 1876 with a 100 horse-power en- 
gine. Their business increased so much that in 187$ 
a 300 horse-power engine was put in. On July 19, 



1885, the mill was destroyed by fire, but with the 
characteristic energy of the firm they set to work 
and July, 1886, saw them again started in a large 
mill with a 500 horse-power engine. 

Increase of business and the invention of a sub- 
stitute for lime and hair for plastering compelled 
them to further extend their plant, and in February, 
1691, a 1,200 horse-power Corliss engine was added 
to their plant. 

They are now the largest manufacturers in the 
United States of calcined plaster in all its grades, 
land plaster, marble du-t and Windsor cement, the 
increase in the demand for the latter article calling 
for still further additions. The new extension above 
referred to has a floor surface of over six acres and 
will be ready for occupancy by April 1, 1892, if tbe 
machiaery necessary for the manufacture of cement 
is finished by that time. 

To keep their work going requires a fleet of eight 
large vessels plying continually between their mines 
at Windsor, N. S., and Staten Island, and three 
large steam propellers used in the delivery of their 
manufactured goods. These works are the largest 
of any kind in operation on Staten Island. The in- 
crease in business of the Windsor Cement Company 
is drawing so extensively on their plant that it has 
compelled them to erect a large mill in Savannah, 
Ga., and another in Chicago, and they will erect oth- 
ers si ill further West. 



DIXON'S HEXAGON AMERICAN 
GRAPHITE. 

THE Hexagon shaped pencil is the easiest and 
most agreeable to the hand, and in the Dixon 
pencils only the best materials are used. The wood 
is choice Florida cedar, which is unequalled for 
smoothness and toughness. Each pencil is hand 
polished and stamped in gold, and, being an Ameri- 
can product, costs less than the imported pencils, 
which are rapidly disappearing from the desks of 
American consumers. 



LITERARY NOTICES. 

Ik the April Century, Mr. E. C. Stedman gives a 
definition of poetry, and Hiram Maxim discusses 
" Aerial Navigation." Edward Robinson proves that 
the Greeks painted their sculptures, and H. P. 
Whitmarsh relates the experiences of divers fishing 
for pearls in Australia. The publication is more 
technical than literary, and good poetry is conspicu- 
ous by its absence. 

St. Nicholas -for April discusses the reason for 
leap year, but offers no theory to account for the 
singular name of "leap year." Snake dancers, 
sacn d feathers, and prayer sticks of the Southwest 
Indians are referred to as being very important ac- 
cessories to aboriginal life. 

^William Henrt Bishop gives points on "How 
an American Lives in Paris," in tbe April number of 
the Atlantic Monthly." Prof. L. W. Spring in the 
same issue, decides that the sources of the inspira- 
tion of Jeremy Taylor were the important publica- 
tions of his day. An indian dance is described in a 
paper called "A Drive Through the Black Hills," by 
Antoinette Ogden. 

Lafcai io Hears, who is describing his travels in 
Japan in the daily papers, seems to have discovered 



Paradise in that country. He claims that "the 
heaven of any faith is the reiteration and prolonga- 
tion of happy experiences — a dream of dead days 
resurrected. He speaks of the ideal Japanese life, 
of days spent in Japanese gardens and tea houses ; 
of the soft, sweet loveliness of the sky of Japan, 
and the tender color of its waters ; of the gentle 
splendor of its sunny days, and the exquisite charm 
and comfort of its interiors. He speaks of the mar- 
velous magnificence of its lofty edifices, rising roof 
above roof in the blue haze of summer vapor— crea- 
tions airy and light as dreams, and exclaims '• This is 
Paradise." 

Scribner's Magazine for April has an illustrated 
article entitled, " Golden Ma6honalond." The at- 
tractive account furnished by the writer, Frank 
Mandy, together with the drawings of the artists, pre- 
sent a picture of a modern El Dorado — of the place 
really referred to by Tennyson in his poem on " Tim- 
buctoo," when he exclaims, 

" And tbou, 
Imperial El Dorado, roofed with gold ! " 

Tennyson was thinking of the El Dorado of South 
America when he wrote his poem, and was sublime- 
ly unconscious of Golden Mashonaland. Any one 
reading the story of Mashonaland, as presented by 
Frank Mandy, without possessing a strong desire to 
go there is no pioneer. Mr. Mandy has spent many 
years in that region, and is an acknowledged au- 
thority upon it. " New York's New Parks " are 
also described and illustrated in the same issue. 

The Popular Science Monthly for April de- 
scribes the great earthquake of Port Royal, Jamaica. 
"American Baud Instruments" are also described 
by Daniel Spillane, and W. H. Larabee philoso- 
phizes upon variations in climate. 

With the April number the Review of Reviews 
enters upon its second year. It has had an excep- 
tional, if not an altogether unique, history. One year 
ago it was known only to a few discriminating read- 
ers, and its subscription list and news-stand sales 
required only a few thousand copies. Its edition the 
present month is 70,000 copies, and it is eagerly read 
in every State and Territory in the Union and in 
every part of Canada. No extraordinary efforts 
have been made to push the magazine. There has 
been very little canvassing done for it ; no chromos 
have been given to its subscribers ; no special in- 
ducements, such as an encyclopaedia or a parlor 
organ thrown in as a gratuity or offered at half 
price, have been offered by the publishers. The 
magazine Las grown to an enormous circulation and 
to commanding influence simply upon its merits. 

The North American Review for April brings 
forward many subjects of public concern, handled 
exhaustively by the foremost men of the times. Car- 
dinal Gibbons makes a plea for purity of politics. 
Madame Adam describes the social education of girls 
in France. C. F. Copeland contrasts George Elliot 
and Mrs. Humphrey Ward as writers, and Mr. Glad- 
stone philosophizes upon the future life and morali- 
ty of the Olympian religion. Mr. W. H. Greg says 
a word in favor of travelling theatrical companies, 
and the Hon. H. A. Herbert argues in favor of re- 
ciprocity in our foreign trade. 

The complete novel in Lippincott's Magazine for 
April, " But Men Must Work," is by the well known 
and popular author, Rosa Nouchette Carey. In it the 
narrator, as visiting governess and presiding genius, 
digs her way into the family secret, and at last ban- 
ishes the family skeleton. 

In the Athletic Series, Julian Hawthorne sounds 
the praises of walking, which he considers the only 
proper mode of locomotion, and C. Davis English 
expounds the mysteries of Four-in-Hand Driving. 

In the Journalistic Series, Melville Philips tells us 
that the literary editor is much less frequent than 
we commonly suppose, and gives some old samples 
of his experiences. 

The Countess Norraikow gives a brief history of 




Bay Window Fitted with Albany Venetian Blind. 



ALBANY VENETIAN BLIND. 

THE Albany Venetian Blind is one of the simplest 
and most practical devices ever invented for con- 
trolling light and air in a room. These blinds are 
very ornamental, and when used in conjunction with 
tasteful draperies there is no more beautiful method 
of decorating one's windows. The mechanism is 
contained in the head rail, which is furnished with 
swiveling pulleys made of lacquered brass, over 
which the hoisting cords run. There is one cord un 
der each tape. The head rail is also provided with 
grooves or journals, equally distant from the ends, 
which are lubricated. These fit into highly polished 
hooks, which are screwed into the head jamb of the 
window. The hoisting cord on one side elevates or 
lowers the blind as desired, and the ventilating cord 
on the other side opens or closes the slats as much 
or as little as may be wished. All the various fix- 
tures are patented. The light may be tempered to 
any degree to meet the requirements, and the lower 
slats may be closed while the upper ones are open, 
and vice versa, or the slats may be entirely open or 
entirely closed, as desired. 

The' Albany Venetian Blind is especially recom- 
mended for public buildings, libraries, society and 
lodge buildings, historical and art buildings and all 
large office structures. A great many school build- 
ings and hotels are using the blinds on account of 
their 6imple practicability They may be removed 



the leading Nihilists, and traces the heavy famine in 
Russia to heavy taxes and misgovern men t. 

" Milk for Babes," a short butimportant article by 
Mrs. Louise Hogan, discloses facts which bear 
directly on the health and life of children. 

The '• First Principles" of writing are unfolded by 
the editor to an Anxious Aspirant for literary fame. 



from the window at a moment's notice for cleaning 
purposes or repairs. Of course shades and outside 
or inside curtains can be used in conjunction with 
the Albany Venetian Blind, as it does not interfere 
with such draperies. 

The illustration herewith shows a bay window 
furnished with the Albany Venetian Blind. The cen- 
tral blind is shown partly open, and the side blinds 
are shown closed and partly drawn up. The testi- 
mony of those who have used these blinds highly 
indorses them for efficiency, easy management and 
handsome appearance.. 

The tendency of the times is to decorate our win- 
dows with a heterogeneous variety of textile mate- 
rials in the way of awnings, outside shutters, inter- 
ior blinds, lace curtains, lambrequins, and one or two 
layers of silk brocade. Many people have become 
wearied of the trouble and expense of keeping clean 
such a variety of window clothing, and have gone 
back to first principles and use nothing but the Al- 
bany Venetian Blind, which they claim answers 
every purpose in the way of regulating light and 
ventilation. The man who uses Venetian blinds 
can at one stroke defy inquisitive eyes, the glare of 
the sunlight, rain (if the window be open), and foul 
air by the ventilating processes of the blind. Ham- 
let mu6t have had something as good a6 the Venetian 
blind in mind when he said: 

" 'Tis a consummation devoutedly to be wished.'' 



The department " As It Seems " discusses the 
Deadly Double-Track, Sexual Exchanges (among 
writers of fiction), a few Verbal Eccentricities, and 
other topics. 

That excellent sporting magazine, Outing, pre- 
sents in the April number the opening chapters of a 



